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I Can See Clearly Now 
March 19-20—Jim Johnson 

Mark 8:22-26 
A two-stage _____________________________________ 
 

Mark 8:27-30 
A two-stage _____________________________________ 
 

 

 

 



 

 

OUR TIME WITH GOD 
For the full reading plan, go to SPCC.TV/Church Study & Resources 

LAST WEEK 3/14-3/20  

MONDAY: 1 KINGS 13 MARK 7:1-23 
PROVERBS 12:28-
31 

TUESDAY:  1 KINGS 14 MARK 7:24-37 PROVERBS 13:1-3 

WEDNESDAY: 2 CHRONICLES 10 MATTHEW 16:1-12 PROVERBS 13:4-6 

THURSDAY: 2 CHRONICLES 11 
MATTHEW 16:13-
28 

PROVERBS 13:7-9 

FRIDAY: 2 CHRONICLES 12 MARK 8:1-21 

 

PROVERBS 13:10-
12 

SATURDAY: 1 KINGS 15 MARK 8:22-38 
PROVERBS 13:13-
15 

SUNDAY: 2 CHRONICLES 13-
14 

LUKE 9:18-27 
PROVERBS 13:16-
18 

 

3 QUESTIONS TO EXPLORE EACH DAY: 
1. What is the passage saying? 
2. Does the passage tell you something about God or about 

yourself? 
3. Is there something Jesus is reminding you of regarding who He 

is or who you are in Christ? How is He inviting you to respond to 
His word to you today? 

 

 

REFLECTING ON YOUR TIME WITH GOD THIS WEEK: 
1. Whether you’re using SPCC’s reading plan or a different one, think 

about your time listening and responding to Jesus’ voice this week. 
As you journaled those conversations with Him, is there one thing in 
particular that you felt Him speaking to you about? 

 

 

 

 



 
SHARING WITH YOUR GROUP: 
2. Life Group leader, pick one person in your group this week to 

share their answer to question number one. 

 

SERMON DISCUSSION QUESTION: 
3. How did Jesus speak to you through today’s message? 

 



 

 
MY PERSPECTIVE: 
4. As a result of what we’ve studied so far in Mark, is there a way 

you’ve come to see Jesus more clearly? If so, describe. 
 

 

DIGGING DEEPER: 
The necessity of repeated touches (by Jesus) cannot imply for Mark 
insufficiency on Jesus’ part, however, since elsewhere Jesus 
performs more difficult miracles (from a human perspective) without 
fail, such as healing the Gesarene demoniac (5:1-20) or raising a 
dead girl (5:35-43). The two-stage cure in the present miracle thus 
signifies a process of revelation – as much for the disciples, we 
suspect, as for the blind man at Bethsaida. – James Edwards, Pillar 
NT Commentary 
 

5. Read Mark 8:22-26. Jesus healed this man in a different way than 
he had done others. Can you think of ways you might have put 
Jesus in a box regarding the ways you expected Him to heal you? 
If so, describe. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
“I see people, but they look like trees walking.” 
 

6. Jesus had earlier asked the disciples, “Having eyes do you not 
see?” As a believer, you’ve come to see Jesus as Savior and 
Lord. But, in your walk with Him, is there a way you wish Jesus 
would open your eyes so you could see Him more clearly than 
you do? Describe. 

 

   

 

LOOKING DEEPER: 
This story brings us to the continental divide of Mark’s narrative. By 
the gradual healing of the blind man, Jesus shows how the 
disciples, in particular, may come to faith. Like the blind man, the 
disciples, who “have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear” 
(8:18), can also be made to see and hear. But it will not happen on 
their own. The ability to see, both physically and spiritually, is a gift 
of God, not of human ability. We hear nothing of the man’s faith or 
behavior in the present story. There is no hint that as his faith grew 
his healing progressed. His healing from failed sight to partial sight 
to complete sight comes solely from the repeated touch of Jesus. 
His healing exemplifies the situation of the disciples, who move 
through the same three stages in Mark, from non-understanding to 
misunderstanding to complete understanding…Only at the cross 
and resurrection will they, like the man at Bethsaida, see 
“everything clearly” James Edwards, Pillar New Testament 
 
 



 

MY RESPONSE: 
 

7. Read 1 Timothy 6:11-14. Paul urged Timothy to live a godly life 
consistent with his confession of Jesus Christ. If God has opened 
your eyes to truly see who Jesus is, what difference is that 
making in your daily life? 

 

“I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value of 
knowing Christ…” 
 

8. Read Philippians 3:7-8 & Hebrews 12:1-2. If you saw Jesus more 
clearly, fixing your eyes on Him more fully, is there a “weight” or 
“encumbrance” that you’d lay aside, something you’d count as 
rubbish, in order to better follow Him? If so, describe. 

 


